In vitro autoreactivity against skin and synovial cells in patients with juvenile idiopathic and rheumatoid arthritis.
In the present study we compared specific lysis of various autologous target cells in patients with juvenile idiopathic arthritis JIA; n = 8) or rheumatoid arthritis RA; n = 17) with those of healthy controls (n = 15). (51)Cr-release cytotoxic assay with autologous peripheral blood mononuclear cells as effector cells was used. When compared with controls, effector cells of patients with JIA or RA were found to lyse significantly autologous synovial cells (p < 0.0005) and epidermal keratinocytes (p < 0.0005), however, no difference was found for autologous dermal fibroblasts.